
My name is Jenny Panchuk, and I am a fourth year chemistry 

major. During my time at the University of Saskatchewan, I have 

been very fortunate. I want to pursue graduate studies in the 

fall, and chemistry has given me an edge in research experience. 

Within chemistry, I have been given several opportunities to be 

active in research. I was fortunate to be an Inorganic Chemistry 

Exchange (ICE) student, and it has changed my life. I am very 

passionate about research because of this opportunity. If you 

want to do some excellent research work or take advantage of 

the exchange programs the U of S offers, chemistry research is 

the way to go. I also feel that having many opportunities to dive 

into research has made me more competitive when applying to 

other universities as I have been accepted to all that I have 

applied to. Chemistry students at the U of S may also have access 

to some state-of-the-art facilities like the Canadian Light Source, which is the only one in Canada! 

Even though Chemistry may have a very low female to male ratio, I have never felt that I was singled out 

by staff and faculty due to the fact that I am a female. They have always been supportive of equity in the 

sciences. While I might feel uncomfortable or a bit saddened about not having a role model in 

academics especially because I want to pursue graduate studies, there is no need to feel discouraged as 

some students from chemistry started a Women in Chemistry society last fall. I have met with successful 

female scientists and have been able to network with very enthusiastic and encouraging women in 

science. This group will also be collaborating with two other Women in Chemistry groups in Canada where 

we are able to network with many other female researchers. 

Faculty and staff in the Department of Chemistry also make the experience at the U of S worth-

while. From my experience, they have always been willing to help out and are here for the best interests 

of students.  We also have excellent faculty to student ratio where it has helped my studies 

tremendously. We are a community; everyone here is super-friendly and will always say “hi” when you 

see them on campus.  

If you have thoughts about chemistry being "too difficult", I say just give chemistry a chance. You never 

know until you try it. A chemistry degree allows you to tailor your degree to your interests. If you are 

more math- and physics-oriented, take more physical, analytical, or computational chemistry; if you enjoy 

biology, take biochemistry; if you like something in between, take materials or inorganic chemistry. If 

you're a jack-of-all trades, take a mix of all! All the sciences are intertwined in chemistry, and the 

possibilities are endless. I will never regret taking a chemistry degree, and you shouldn't either because 

chemistry is an excellent mosaic of everything where the skills you develop in chemistry will expand all 

fields. I highly encourage students to become chemistry majors! 


